Spring 2013

8th Grade Civics
Mrs. Ashby - Room 52 - eashby@henry.k12.va.us
Course Description: 

Welcome to Civics! This course is designed to introduce you to Government and Citizenship. Throughout the semester we will cover the economy, the branches of the government, corporations, small businesses, and how a bill becomes a law. In May you will take the SOL test which is comprehensive, so review will also be a large part of the curriculum.
Supplies:

· Required: One NEW 3-subject spiral bound notebook (I recommend Five Star college-ruled because of the size, but any brand will work!) and something to write with every day!
· Optional, but highly recommended: glue sticks (at least two or three), a basic calculator, markers or colored pencils
Grades: Everything is based on points! 

· Homework/Classwork: 10-30 points

· Labs/Projects: 20-50 points

· Tests/Notebook Grades: 100 points

Missing Assignments
· Absent? All missing assignments can be found in your make-up work folder in the back of the room. You have 3 days to get caught up with no penalty! Let me know in advance if you need more time!

· Just Forgot? How unfortunate! ( Missed assignments can be turned in, but they must be accompanied by a parent signature. Also, you will lose 20% since you had extra time to make sure it’s perfect. Make sure you keep up with your assignments! Too much missing work will hurt your citizenship grade, because it breaks our RESPONSIBILITY rule. 

Re-grades:

· Failed an assignment or bombed a test? No worries! Re-grade option can help you catch back up. Just make sure you follow these guidelines…

· Re-grades must be YOUR work alone! Complete them in class with me, during an approved exploratory time, or at home. 

· You may use your notes! In fact, this is encouraged. You can only re-grade once, so make sure the answer is right before you submit! Each correct answer will earn you half of the credit back. Perfect re-grades can bring a 70% up to an 85%! 

Tutoring:
Any student with a D or an F will be required to attend tutoring with me and their parents will be notified. Please maintain an A, B, or C in my class at all times if you do not want me “nagging” you. ( 

Notebooks: 

Our interactive notebooks will teach you organization and help you develop content skills. We will put them together in class, and I will teach you exactly how. Notebooks may be kept in the back of the room on the bookshelves if you aren’t taking them home to study. Every four weeks, the notebooks will be due for a check. As long as you are following along in class and putting them together correctly, they will be the easiest 100% test grades you make all semester! 
Starting and Ending Class: 

· Please be here on time! The fourth tardy will result in a referral. You must be in the room before I close the door to be considered “on time.” 

· As soon as you enter, check the board to see what materials are needed for the day. Get these BEFORE class starts. Then get started on the bell work. Not being in your seat, not having materials, or not working will result in an unprepared mark that will hurt your citizenship grade. 

· When you are preparing to leave, please wait until I say so before packing up and stay seated until the bell rings. Please return all class supplies to the proper places and make sure the room is CLEAN! A messy room will cost your class a Core Point. 
Hall Passes: We will have plenty of time to take bathroom breaks, get water, grab our books out of our lockers, and visit the office/guidance between classes, so leaving should not be a problem. If an emergency comes up, I will make the decision on a case-by-case basis. Because being out of class means missing instruction and we have a lot of topics to cover, I will typically ask you to wait. If you need to leave class, you must get my permission first, take a signed note, and sign out on the clipboard next to the door.
Rules:

There are only three rules in my class. We will talk about what each of them means in class. In the meantime, write what you think it means in the space provided…

1. Respect!
2. Responsibility! 

3. Hard Work! 

CorePoints:

To help keep you on track with our class rules, you and your classmates will be competing in a CorePoints challenge! At the end of each day, I will make the decision of whether or not class expectations were met. If they were, your core receives a point. If they weren’t, you may lose a point. You will also receive point bonuses for pass rates and bonus questions. With the accumulation of points come rewards! 

· Fun Time Friday: 2 minutes of free time (up to 10 minutes total) for each point earned that week

· iPod Day: one designated day per month where you may listen to music while you complete your work, either with your personal listening device or on the radio with the rest of the class. Required points will vary. 

· End of the Semester Party: Snacks, Music, and Games if your class can reach the required 100 points! 

Individual Rewards and Consequences:
· Rewards: Throughout the year, you will have opportunities to earn Ashby Passes. These are tickets that can be used as homework passes, extra credit, candy tickets, or for a personal iPod day. 

· Consequences: These will be decided based on the circumstance. However, they typically will follow this pattern…

· Warning

· Student Conference, Behavior Plan

· Parent Conference or Phone Call

· Referral

· Citizenship grade: Minor infractions will be reflected in your citizenship grade. Every time you come to class unprepared, talk too much during the lesson, miss an assignment due date, behave disrespectfully, sleep in class, or otherwise fail to meet expectations it will be noted in my plan book. Notations on more than 20% of the days in the quarter (approximately 9 days) will result in a lowering of the citizenship grade. 

· Cheating, Fighting, and Bullying are absolutely not tolerated! 
Electronics: Because we live in a digital world, appropriate use of technology in my classroom is acceptable. Inappropriate use will result in loss of cell phone or iPod privilege and possibly confiscation and referral. 

· Appropriate: Class related activities as determined by the TEACHER and permissible use on iPod days

· Inappropriate: Texting, calling, or gaming. Cell phones should be turned off and put away unless I have given you permission to have them out. 

· When in doubt, ALWAYS ASK ME FIRST! Then you can be sure you won’t get in trouble! 
Food and Drink: 

To help control any mess, no food, drink, or gum is allowed in class. Water and any treats given to you by me are exceptions. 
Seating Chart:

You will always have an assigned seat in this class except for special activities. Seats are decided based on grades and behavior. If you like to sit in the back, keep an A and don’t be disruptive! Also, if you’re lucky enough to sit by a friend, the fastest way to be moved away from them is to talk when you aren’t supposed to! ( If you have a legitimate concern about where you are sitting, please let me know. I will do my best to seat you somewhere you are comfortable. 
That’s all! I’m so excited you’re in my class this year, and I hope you will enjoy it! Love, Mrs. Ashby 

P.S. Look me up on Facebook (Liz Ashby) or Twitter (@AshbyHelpDesk) if you need homework help after school! 
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